
Society & Methods Questions 
 

Norms & Values: 
1 Explain what sociologists mean by ‘norms’. (3) 
2 Explain what sociologists mean when they say that norms are ‘socially defined’. (3) 
3 Explain what sociologists mean by socialisation. (3) 
4 Explain the difference between primary socialisation and secondary socialisation. (3) 
5 Explain what sociologists mean by gender socialisation. (3) 
6 Identify and explain one example of secondary socialisation. (4) 
7 Explain what sociologists mean by social control. (3) 
8 Explain what sociologists mean by a ‘feral child’. (3) 
9 Explain why sociologists think that human behaviour is due to ‘nature’. (3) 
10 Explain why sociologists think that human behaviour is due to ‘nurture’. (3) 
11 Explain what sociologists mean by stratification. (3) 
12 Explain what sociologists mean by ethnicity. (3) 

 
Approaches: 

1 Explain the Marxist view towards society. (4) 
2 Explain the Functionalist view towards society. (4) 
3 Explain the Feminist view towards society. (4) 
4 Explain the Interactionist (labelling theory) view towards society. (4) 

 
Higher level questions: 

5 Evaluate the Marxist view towards society. (4) 
6 Evaluate the Functionalist view towards society. (4) 
7 Evaluate the Feminist view towards society. (4) 
8 Evaluate the Interactionist (labelling theory) view towards society. (4) 

 
 

Research Methods: 
1 Explain the purpose of sociological research. (3) 
2 Explain how a journalist may conduct research. (3) 
3 Explain how a biologist may conduct research. (3) 
4 Explain how a psychologist may conduct research. (3) 
5 Explain how a sociologist may conduct research. (3) 
6 Explain what is meant by a sampling method and sampling frame. (3) 
7 Explain random sampling. (3) 
8 Explain one weakness of random sampling (3) 
9 Explain volunteer sampling. (3) 
10 Explain one weakness of volunteer sampling (3) 
11 Explain systematic sampling. (3) 
12 Explain one weakness of systematic sampling (3) 
13 Explain one weakness of using questionnaires in sociological research. (3) 
14 Explain one weakness of using unstructured interviews in sociological research. (3) 



15 Explain one strength of using group interviews in sociological research. (3) 
16 Explain one strength of using covert observations in sociological research. (3) 
17 Explain the difference between qualitative and quantitative data. (3) 
18 Explain the difference between primary and secondary data. (3) 
19 Identify and explain one ethical consideration. (4) 
20 Explain what is meant by content analysis. (4) 

 
Methods in Context: 

1 Identify and explain one advantage of using unstructured interviews to investigate 
relationships between family members. (4) 

2 Identify one function of the family and explain how you would investigate this 
function using questionnaires. (4) 

3 Identify and explain one disadvantage of using questionnaires to investigate the 
literacy skills of parents. (4) 

4 Identify and explain one advantage of using observation to investigate policing in 
urban areas. (4) 

5 Identify one ethical issue that you would need to consider when investigating anti-
social behaviour in a community and explain how you would deal with this issue in 
your investigation. (4) 

6 Identify and explain one disadvantage of using structured interviews to research 
young people’s experience of unemployment. (4) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Item Questions: 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


